
December 2021
Principal Update
Our school community is developing strong ties and concerns for each other.  While this brings
times of duress and a discourse that can feel uncomfortable, it also brings to us opportunities to
support our children in methods that we know can help support positive change.  Our staff have
the background, training and experience to support our children to grow through all types of
challenges.  We are here to support each and every child and family and continue to look
forward to our partnerships with you all.

After School Math Lab
Blue Heron Middle School will begin to offer a math lab to students after school on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, from 3:15-4:15pm.  Mr. Wayne Shaffer, 8th grade math teacher, is very excited
to support our children with increasing their math skills and their love for math.  In order to
support access to the math lab, we will also be offering transportation.  In order to sign your
child up for math lab and for transportation, please email Victoria Kalscheuer,
vkalscheuer@ptschools.org to add your child to our list of individuals to expect.  As soon as we
have 5 students signed up, we will begin offering this service.

Smile Dental Clinic
The SmileMobile dental clinic still has appointments for next week.  The van will arrive on
Sunday and the clinic starts Tuesday morning.

The dentist and team will see students and their adult family members on Apple Health and
uninsured. The dentist will provide an exam and oral health education. They may also do one or
more of the following: fluoride varnish, sealants, SDF application (stops decay), simple
extraction, palliative etc. and referral for ongoing dental care.

Toys for Tots Drop-off Site
The Blue Heron ASB has been supporting the Kiwanis Toys for Tots program this season.  In a
combined effort the students have raised $400 through hot chocolate sales in order to buy
gifts/toys for children in need.  If you or your family would like to donate new toys, books or
other gifts for children in need, items are due to the Blue Heron office drop boxes by Dec. 8th.

Families in Need
Kiwanis Christmas for Children have informed us that any families who did not apply by Nov. 15,
will have an opportunity to access the walk-in gift selection time at the Jefferson County
Fairgrounds on Sunday, 12/19 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  They have let us know they typically have
plenty of gifts for children/youth under at 16.  Parents/guardians will have the opportunity to walk
around and select items for their children during this time.

Student Art Featured in strait Up Issue 6
If you receive the local magazine Strait Up, you will see some of our middle school students
who are featured for their surrealist self-portraits.  We are pretty excited about our blooming
artistic students.  We will post digital versions of their art on our school website for you to see.
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COVID Safety Measures
A reminder to families that measures such as windows and doors being open to support
circulation and lunch outdoors will be supported in practice as much as we can throughout the
winter months.  Please remind your child(ren) to wear appropriate layers to school to support
our efforts in stopping the spread of COVID-19.  To date, we have been successful with our
mitigation measures and have not spread at school.

Volunteer Opportunities
Have you ever wondered if you might be an asset to our school community?  If so, we have
various needs that we are looking to fill.  We are currently looking for volunteers to help with our
redesign of lunch/recess time for children offering games/clubs as well as crossing guard
support.  If you are interested, please contact Victoria Kalscheuer at vkalscheuer@ptschools.org

Important Dates
Dec 10th-- Mid Term 2 Begins
Dec. 11th -- Winter Strings Fest at Blue Heron
Dec. 20-31st -- NO SCHOOL - Winter Break
Jan 17th -- NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Feb. 21st -- NO SCHOOL - Presidents Day
Feb. 25th-- Mid Term 3 Begins

Recently, my husband and I had the opportunity to have our 27 year old daughter come visit.
This may not seem unusual to most of you, however our daughter has Down syndrome, and
with her disability brings many greatnesses and many challenges.  We were gifted an amazing
and inclusive flight experience where she had the opportunity to travel here from Wisconsin
totally on her own.  The airline and TSA supported her needs and reassured us that this was all
normal.  What was most outstanding, was that our little girl is no longer that, but a beautiful
woman who enjoys visiting her parents and prefers to live her own amazing life at her apartment
in Wisconsin.  We look forward to her visit again during the winter break!

Athletics and Activities
The boys basketball season is in full swing. Coaches Lozano, Little and O’Hara have been
working with 34 boys, grades 6-8. The boys have played all 5 teams in our North Olympic
League division (Forks, Neah Bay, Stevens, Sequim and Chimicum) at least once and are
working hard to finish out the last two weeks strongly.

Girls’ basketball begins with practice on Monday, January 3, 3:15-5:15. Please contact Donna or
Mr. Navin if your student has not yet signed up. The girls’ teams will play 10 games against the
same teams that the boys play.

Wrestling practice will begin on February 7. Practices and the one home meet will be held at the
high school. Wrestlers will compete in 5 meets followed by a league championship, with all
meets on Wednesdays.
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School Counselor Corner
Hello Blue Heron Families! As we bring this year to a close, we have had time to reflect on the
amazing few months we have had back at school. We have seen so much positive growth in our
students as we have watched them come into their own over the last few months. They are
becoming advocates, problem-solvers, and community builders. We know there is so much
potential in all our students and we are excited to see where the next few months take us!

This month we are challenging our students to spread kindness. For the three weeks of
December, each student has the chance to participate in our Kindness Bingo challenge. Each
bingo card that is completed and signed off by our staff will go into a drawing for prizes.
Students may turn in as many cards as they can complete each week. Please encourage your
student to participate as we know each and every one of them has the ability to be kind and
show care.

As a reminder, parents of 7th and 8th grade students, please make sure you have completed
your Free and Reduced Lunch Form for the school as your eligibility for College Bound
Scholarships is based on these. If you want to find out your student's scholarship status, please
email me, Eliza Farrell, at efarrell@ptschools.org

Starting in January, all 8th grade students will participate in Career and College Readiness
lessons with Ms. Farrell as we gear up for high school! More information will follow.

Happy Holidays and as always, reach out if you need anything!
Eliza

Student Assistance Program Updates
Hello Blue Heron Parents!   I hope everyone enjoyed the Thanksgiving holiday and found time
to connect with loved ones.  I can’t believe December is here! While the holidays can be festive,
fun and exciting for our students, some feel a level of sadness, apprehension and/or worry
about their surroundings. The onset of no school for a few weeks can impact your child’s mood
in many ways due to less structure, less friend time or connection with the school community.
Keeping lines of communication open with your child is a helpful way to encourage dialogue
about school, peers and how things are feeling inside.
Please reach out to any of us here at Blue Heron  if you are concerned about your child’s well
being and/or mental health.
Thank you and Happy Holidays,
Holly



"Celebrating grandma Laura making gingerbread houses for
the first time ever!"

"Four generations of Larson women
celebrating Thanksgiving together for the first time in many years. L to R:
Tori Kalscheuer, Kaitlin (Tori's daughter), Donna Larson (Tori's grandma),
Meri Jaklitsch (Tori's aunt), and Laura Stuessy (Tori's mom)."



"Tori, Brian and Kaitlin enjoying time at the Museum of Pop
Culture exhibit about Disney's Villains and Heroes."


